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Ashland senior Greg Wellman sits in his living room with two of the three firearms he has at his residence. "I think if you got your concealed carry you should be able to
carry. I've been shooting since I was old enough to hold a gun, and my father's been shooting since he was a child. I grew up with it, and all of my family is pro-gun. I've
had a lot of safety training and I feel comfortable around them," Wellman said. BRITTANY GREESON/HERALD

Students voice opinions on weapons
BY ANDREW HENDERSON

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Due to controversy surrounding gun
rights and the Second Amendment,
some students are weighing in on the
culture surrounding guns in the nation
and on campus.
From April 29 to May 27 in 2014, the
Pew Research Center conducted an

American Trends Panel survey of 3,243
adults, including 1,196 who said they
or someone in their household owned
a gun, pistol or rifle.
The American Trends Panel was created by the Pew Research Center and
is “a nationally representative panel of
randomly selected U.S. adults living in
households.”
According to the information from

the 2014 ATP, 26 percent of people ages
18-29 said they had a gun, rifle or pistol
in their home. Additionally, the survey
found that the South, including Kentucky, reported 38 percent of households with a gun in the home.
Ashland senior Gregory Wellman is
part of that 38 percent. Not only does
he own a gun in his home, he also hails
from a family where that is the norm.

Wellman said while he was growing
up, his entire family owned a gun. He
said he was around 5 or 6 years old
when he shot his first gun and that
growing up in this sort of environment
shaped his perspective on guns.
Owensboro senior Alexa Lamar grew
up in a family environment similar to
Wellman’s.

SEE WEAPONS PAGE A2

Ransdell clarifies questions to SGA senate
BY LASHANA HARNEY

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
After a tabled resolution regarding the Confucius Institute
last week, the Student Government Association presented a
new resolution for first read accompanied with answers from
President Gary Ransdell.
After a brief introduction from SGA President Jay Todd Richey,
Ransdell began his discussion with the senators by addressing
his concerns and uncertainty regarding the recent interest in
the proposed building for the Confucius Institute.
“This is something that is nine to 10 months old,” Ransdell
said. “So I’m not really sure what is stirring it right now.”
Although the Confucius Institute is a valuable addition to the
campus, the building is not high on his agenda, Ransdell said.
Ransdell also provided documents for the senators. Senators
received documents on an email exchange between Janet Ap-

SEE SGA PAGE A2

President Gary
Ransdell fields
questions and
concerns regarding
the funding and
construction of
a new Confucius
Institute building
during a Student
Government
Association
meeting held in
the Student Senate
Chambers on
Tuesday.
WILLIAM KOLB/
HERALD

a2
New Interfaith Campus Coalition holds first meeting
SEPTEMBER 17, 2015

BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Graduate student Emily Potter has
turned her degree and interest for religious studies into one of the newest
student organizations on campus: Interfaith Campus Coalition.
ICC is part of Potter’s thesis, but she
described it as being more than just a
component of her research. She described it as part of a deeper issue she
sees within the Bowling Green community.
“I’ve traveled a lot, and I’ve seen little
engagement between people with dif-
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Continued from FRONT
Lamar said she would go on hunting
trips with her father and owned a BB
gun at a young age. She also said being
exposed to guns as a child shaped her
perspective.
“I never really saw them … in a negative way,” Lamar said. “I was desensitized to them just cause I was always
around them.”
Despite sharing similar pasts of growing up in gun-owning households, the
two share slightly different views on why
they own guns and how they use them.
“Why Own a Gun? Protection Is Now
Top Reason” is a 2013 survey conducted by the Pew Research Center from
Feb. 13-18 among 1,504 adults. Asked
why they own a gun, 48 percent of gun
owners responded that they have one
for protection.
The 2013 survey indicated that this was
a 22 percent increase from August 1999
data from ABC and The Washington Post.
Hunting polled in at 32 percent, target/sport shooting at 7 percent and
constitutional right/Second Amendment at 2 percent.
Wellman said he owns guns as a hobby, for protection and for hunting.
“I have handguns for protection,
I have shotguns for sport, I do trap
shooting, then I’ve got several deer
rifles,” he said.
In contrast, Lamar said her main inter-

SGA

Continued from FRONT
-plin, the associate dean for Academic
Programs and member of the Confucius Institute Building committee,
and himself with an attachment of
the building committee’s minutes of a
meeting held last Tuesday.
Last semester, the Board of Regents
approved a construction project for
a new building to be occupied by the
Confucius Institute. Ransdell said the
construction will be funded by $1.5
million from the Chinese Ministry of
Education and another $1.5 million
raised by the university. Ransdell said
the university will use private funds,
including $800,000 from an Institute
for Combustion Science and Environmental Technology reserve fund that
hadn’t been used in over five years. The
other $700,000 will come from the value of the land.
The university must also cover additional costs. These include maintenance and operations during the
operation period, according to Resolution 2-15-F: Resolution to Disapprove
of the Procedure by which the Model
Confucius Institute at Western Kentucky University was Effectuated.
However, Ransdell said he will return
to China this winter and plans to negotiate WKU’s obligation to cover the
costs of maintenance and operations.
“I’m pretty confident we can get that
done,” Ransdell said.
The building will be 7,000 square feet
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ferent faith backgrounds, even in the
Bowling Green community,” Potter
said.
Potter’s hopes are to create dialogue
among people of different beliefs so
they can work together throughout the
community and broaden their knowledge.
“I want people to look beyond those
lines of difference and realize that
more work can be done together rather
than being isolated from one another,”
Potter said.
There are three main objectives Potter wants involved parties to think
about: increasing religious education

and literacy from different perspectives, building a space of meaningful
interfaith-related conversations based
on participants’ experience and being
able to cooperate with people of different faith.
Advisor Eric Bain-Selbo, the department head of philosophy and religion,
is excited to be serving “his small role”
with ICC.
“I’m happy to support [Potter] …
the religious tolerance and different perspectives that will be shared
in this organization make me eager
to see where this goes,” Bain-Selbo
said.

ICC’s first meeting was held Monday
in Tate Page Hall. According to Potter,
the main purpose of the interest meeting was to introduce people to the
group and its practices.
The meeting also set the stage for
participants to state what they wanted
to see out of the group and to practice
interfaith dialogue.
“This isn’t just about my ideas and
what I want to see out of the group but
to help bring other people’s ideas to
fruition,” Potter said.
Learn more about ICC by following
WKU Interfaith Campus Coalition on
Facebook.

est is recreation. She loves to go to the
shooting range. However, she also said
protection comes with owning a gun.
“It is nice to own one, in my opinion,
in case you’re ever put into a situation
where you may need to protect yourself,” she said.
Wellman echoed similar sentiments.
He said he keeps his gun in the car with
him all the time and has one in his
home as well. He believes it’s a sensible
precaution to have in today’s society.
“Rather have it, not need it than need
it, not have it,” Wellman said.
Wellman said obtaining a gun in
Kentucky is a fairly easy process. Apart
from the legal requirement of being 21,
he said going through a background
check was the only hurdle he had to
jump through and that it wasn’t “that
big of a deal.”
While Wellman agrees with background checks, he believes making
them stricter won’t help anybody and
would just make it harder for law-abiding citizens to obtain guns.
“If you made it harder for people
to get them, then the people that really wanted them for the wrong reasons would already have them; laws
wouldn’t affect them,” he said.
Lamar said she also agrees with the
implementation of background checks
because she thinks it helps prevent
those with a criminal background from
obtaining guns, but does not stop lawabiding citizens from obtaining them.

The public reported both positive and negative opinions concerning stricter gun laws in the 2013 Pew
Research Center survey. 54 percent
agreed stricter gun laws would reduce
the number of deaths caused by mass
shootings; however, 58 percent agreed
that stricter gun laws would make it
more difficult for people to protect
their homes and families.
Additionally, 57 percent agreed stricter
gun laws would give too much power to
the government over average citizens.
Wellman and Lamar voiced concern
about possible government overreach,
such as the rights granted to U.S. citizens by the Second Amendment being
taken away.
Lamar said she thinks our Second
Amendment rights are “in the process” of being taken away and that it
may happen in the near future, but
she feels confident many would stand
against it.
“You know the southern states — I
think they’ll be the ones to put up the
biggest fight against it,” Lamar said.
Wellman said he is leery of the government imposing stricter regulations
on purchasing guns, but he also believes the threat of Second Amendment rights being taken away is not an
issue we’re facing today.
“I think it’s just hot air,” he said.
“Until they come and try and take the
gun outta my hand, they’re not taking
any rights away from me."

Wellman and Lamar differed most on
the campus weapon policy.
As outlined in university policy in the
Student Code of Conduct, “possession,
concealed or otherwise, use or storage of firearms, explosives, dangerous
chemicals or other dangerous weapons or the brandishing of any weapon
or any other object in a menacing or
threatening manner is strictly prohibited on any property owned, leased,
operated or controlled by Western
Kentucky University, including University housing.”
Lamar likes the campus policy and
said it makes her feel a little bit safer. In
contrast, Wellman believes you should
be able to conceal carry on campus if
you have a permit.
“I know a few years ago I would get
the WKU text alerts about weapons being on campus, and that always made
me a little nervous, especially when I
was new to the school,” Lamar said.
Wellman disagreed.
“Just because you’re in a classroom
doesn’t mean that there’s not going to
have a chance that you might need
it,” Wellman said. “You have all these
school shootings and stuff all the time.”

and will include three classrooms, a
workroom, office spaces and a teaching kitchen.
“It’s a pretty straightforward project,”
Ransdell said.
The contract Ransdell signed with
Hanban last December to enter into an
agreement “on the joint building of the
dedicated site of the Model Confucius
Institute” is binding for 50 years.
Although he said others might feel
differently, Ransdell said a 50-year
contract isn’t necessarily bad.
“In my mind, that 50-year clause is a
good thing,” Ransdell said.
The length and terms of the contract
were not provided for the Board of
Regents when the Board voted on the
proposal for the new building in January, according to the resolution.
Considering the push to revisit the
contract from the University Senate and Senate Executive Committee,
Ransdell said he has no intention of
revisiting it. Ransdell said he believes if
the contract is revisited, the Confucius
Institute may be at stake.
“We’ve done a little bit of homework,
and we have every reason to believe
they would discontinue the Confucius
Institute,” Ransdell said. “There’s too
much at stake with the teachers and
all of the programming that we do,
and I’m not willing to risk the amount
of money we’re getting annually from
Hanban or put at risk our Confucius
Institute — especially the Chinese language teaching, which is the niche we
have carved out for our Confucius In-

stitute here.”
After voicing his opinion on the matter, Ransdell welcomed questions.
SGA Chief Justice Kelsey Luttrell said
from the research she found, other
Confucius Institutes had an average

“What are you willing to do when listening to the voice of the students? Are
you willing to reconsider revisiting the
contract if we do pass something that
says we don’t agree with it?” Luttrell
asked.

WELCOME BACK WKU!
Getting sick is never convenient.
We believe healthcare should be.

Health Services
(270) 745-CARE [2273]
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Bowling Green, KY 42101
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For more information, please visit
gravesgilbert.com/ggcwkuhealthservices

Mon - Thurs: 7:30 AM to 7:00 PM

Fri & Sat: 8:00 AM to Noon

See photo page, A6, for
more student portraits
on the subject.

Sometimes the president gets to make a
decision and that decsion was made nearly
10 months ago.”

President Gary Ransdell

contract of around 10 years instead of
50 years.
Luttrell asked Ransdell, “Was there
an attorney involved in this contract
process, and were you able to negotiate any of those terms within the contract?”
Ransdell said an attorney was not involved.
Randsell went on to clarify that the
50-year agreement is for the building,
not the Confucius Institute itself. The
length of the contract with the Confucius Institute, the programs and the
funds WKU receives annually, is unknown, Ransdell said.
Luttrell later asked another question. This time, she asked if Ransdell
would consider SGA’s voice if the senate passed a resolution supporting the
University Senate and the Senate Executive Committee’s push for Ransdell
to revisit the contract.

“No,” Ransdell answered. “I will not
do that … I am not going to risk the
Confucius Institute by revisiting a contract that is 10 months old. Sometimes
the president gets to make a decision,
and that decision was made nearly 10
months ago.”
Resolution 2-15-F will be up for a
vote next Tuesday. Last week, Resolution 1-15-F, Resolution to Concur with
the University Senate Concerning the
Confucius Institute, was tabled. If it
had passed, it would have voiced SGA’s
agreement with the University Senate’s
decision to urge President Ransdell to
revisit the contract. However, Richey
retracted the previous resolution and
introduced a new resolution with a
new purpose.
Resolution 2-15-F, if passed, will
voice SGA’s disapproval of the process
in which the Model Confucius Institute building was approved.
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SGA allocates funds to study away scholarships
BY MARCEL MAYO
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Most of the Student Government Association’s meeting on
Tuesday focused on the Confucius Institute; later in the
meeting, though, SGA passed
two pieces of legislation.
Bill 3-15-F, Funding for Study
Away Scholarships, passed
unanimously. It allocated
$1,200 from Academic Affairs

Committee funds to financially support students’ study
away experiences. The funding will be granted during the
2015-2016 fiscal year.
Bill 4-15-F, Funding for “Si,
Se Puede: Leadership in the
Latino Community” also
passed unanimously.
This bill allocated $200 from
legislative discretionary funds
to provide funds for the seminar “Si, Se Puede: Leadership

in the Latino Community.”
The funds directly cover half
of the keynote speaker’s estimated travel expenses. The
keynote speaker is Johana Lopez, a WKU alumna and leadership coach based in Houston, according to the bill. The
other half of Lopez’s expenses
will be covered by the Hilltopper Organization of Latin
American Students (HOLAS).
During his report, SGA Presi-

dent Jay Todd Richey mentioned the possibility of creating an online store similar
to eBay where WKU students
could sell or purchase items
from one another. Richey
said he had conversed with
Gary Meszaros, the assistant
vice president of Business
and Auxiliary services. Richey
stressed, however, that this is
just an idea.
Richey also reminded sena-

tors to ask the student body
for name suggestions for
the pub that is expected to
be completed in the Garrett
Conference Center. SGA will
be hosting a competition to
name the pub.
Next week, SGA will vote on
Resolution 2-15-F: Resolution
to Disapprove of the Procedure
by which the Model Confucius
Institute at Western Kentucky
University was Effectuated.

Best Expectations Program revamped to be more effective
BY CARLY MATTHEWS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Due to budget cuts and an
effort to become more efficient, the Academic Advising
and Retention Center has revamped their Best Expectations Program into something
they believe will help students
more in the long run.
BEP is a program offered to
help those on academic probation get back in good standing with WKU.
“With this new type of program, we’re anticipating to

have a 60-percent success rate
over the 40-percent rate that
has been seen in the previous
years,” said Russell Curley, the
AARC director.
The program is focused on
students working in groups
rather than one-on-one, so
students can act as a support
system for each other.
The groups are anywhere
from 12-30 people and meet
during class slots to accommodate students’ schedules.
Students in the program
are required to attend one
55-minute group session a

week instead of the previous
requirement of four study
hours per week. During these
sessions, students learn valuable strategies such as time
management, study skills and
how to conquer self-defeating
habits like cutting class.
BEP, in addition to supplying
the academic support needed,
also supplies a degree of emotional support to students.
“We don't allow any type
of negative talk in sessions.
Disrespect is not tolerated,
whether a student is speaking
to another student or referring

to themselves,” Curley said.
Mackenzie Lee Farris, a peer
facilitator for BEP, had nothing
but positive things to say when
asked about the program.
“Best Expectations is a fantastic program,” she said. “All
students should go through it.
It helps students with real life
scenarios and teaches them
how to act as an adult, not just
a college student.”
The program, though designed mainly for those struggling to meet the academic
standards set by WKU, is also
available to those who meet a 2.0

History professor makes history
BY MARCEL MAYO
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
One WKU professor made history in
August.
John Hardin, a professor of history,
was one of three Kentucky editors to
edit the first African-American encyclopedia.
“The Kentucky African-American Encyclopedia” is the first encyclopedia in
the U.S. to be written specifically about
African-Americans.
The other editors on the encyclopedia were Gerald Smith, associate professor of history at the University of
Kentucky, and Karen Cotton McDaniel,
a retired professor from Kentucky State
University.
Smith said he valued the work of this
project greatly.
“This encyclopedia is needed because it fills an economic and social
gap,” Smith said.
The book is an extended version of
Alice Dunnigan’s work. Dunnigan was
an African-American teacher in Logan County. Dunnigan wrote a weekly
column for the Louisville Defender in
the 1930s titled, “The Achievements of
the Kentucky Negro.” Later in her life,
Dunnigan wrote a book about black
Kentuckians, and the encyclopedia

serves as a continuation of her findings on Kentucky’s history of AfricanAmericans.
The encyclopedia was published
Aug. 28. The project began in late 2003
and was officially launched in 2008. It
was then edited and sent to the publisher in 2013.
The encyclopedia contains 1,155 different journal entries and has over 150
authors. The entire encyclopedia was
also published digitally. It addresses
topics such as education, women, employment, civil rights issues and racism.
Several faculty and students from
schools in Kentucky besides WKU,
including University of Kentucky,
Eastern Kentucky University and University of Louisville, worked on the encyclopedia.
Hardin said the education system
can benefit from these works.
“This work is important because the
school said they don’t have enough
information on African-Americans,”
Hardin said. “It fulfills something that
has not been done before.”
Hardin said Kentucky has set a high
standard for other states to follow in
their footsteps.
“Will it be copied by other states?”
said Hardin. “We hope, but Kentucky is
the first.”

corrections

Due to a Herald error, there were multiple errors in the Tuesday editorial regarding the Confucius Institute. The editorial stated that the Board
of Regents approved the contract signed by President Gary Ransdell. The
Board did not, but it did approve the construction of the new Confucius
building. The story also stated that the university would match Hanban’s
$1.5 million for construction, but it did not include the open-ended sum
for maintenance and operation fees.
The Herald regrets the error.
Due to a Herald error, a Tuesday story about the Black Lives Matter
roundtable event on Wednesday said the event would be in the second
floor auditorium of Mass Media and Technology Hall. The event took
place in the first floor auditorium.
The Herald regrets the error.
Due to a Herald error, the Supreme Court gay marriage ruling was
referred to as an act in Tuesday’s paper. It was not an act, which implies
legislation and law.
The Herald regrets the error.
Due to a Herald error, the headline and lead in the Smoking Committee
story that ran Tuesday implied that the Student Government Association
made changes to an SGA resolution regarding a smoke-free campus. The
changes were actually made by a smoking committee made up of faculty,
staff and students.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are
brought to reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or 7455044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at Herald.Editor@wku.edu

WKUHERALD.com

GPA but need a push in grades.
Though the program mostly
consists of those on probation, it addresses issues the
majority of college students
face, not just students who
have problems academically.
“BEP is not a punishment,”
Curley said. “It is a support
system for students that may
not receive that support anywhere else. We really strive
to develop a sense of trust in
our groups so that students
are able to really analyze their
problems and how best to
conquer them.”
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"I demand
more than
marriage
equality"
BY JOHN WINSTEAD
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU
Synthesis provides analysis
on local and national topics
from a perspective of social
justice often allied with a
healthy dose of sarcasm.

BY
JENNIFER
KING
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Catch?

My Tinder horror story: vomit and Satan pizza
BY MOLLIE MOORE
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

Tinder is kind of scary. You’ve only
got a second to grab someone’s attention before they swipe left, and
you’ve got to do that on your looks
alone. When you do get a match, there
are more messages asking for nudes,
your Kik username or band promotion rather than a real conversation. If
you’re lucky, you’ll match with someone who’s read your bio and is actually
interested in you as a person. I thought
I had met that person.
Luke and I matched, and we instantly hit it off. Messaging back and forth
constantly over the next two days, we
realized we had a lot in common and
exchanged numbers. After numerous
text messages over the next week, we
decided to finally meet up.
On that fateful Wednesday, I woke up
to a text from Luke asking to postpone
our lunch date. He was having car troubles and was stuck at his friend’s house,

where he stayed the night before. I innocently offered to pick him up, eager
to meet the person behind the screen.
Pulling my car into his friend’s driveway, I wasn’t expecting such a tiny person. I unlocked the passenger door and
he greeted me fondly, apologizing for
the inconvenience. As we made our
way to get pizza, he commented on
the music that was playing, complimenting me on choosing the soothing
sounds of Joanna Newsom.
As we slowed down for a red light, he
began to look around frantically, asking me to roll down the window to let
in the cold December air. All of a sudden, he dove for my floorboards and
resurfaced with plastic bag in hand.
Apologizing, he turned his back to me
and proceeded to vomit into the bag.
I snapped out of my state of shock to
the sound of a car horn coming from
my rear alerting me that the light had
turned green. We rode in silence for
several minutes until he looked over at
me and noted that this had been the
most tranquil barf experience he’s ever

had thanks to Joanna Newsom playing
in the background. As we entered the
parking lot, he tied the handles of his
throw-up bag in a knot and distributed
it in a garbage can near the restaurant.
He continued to woo me throughout
lunch, telling me about how he was fired
from the restaurant we were at for writing “666” in barbecue sauce on a customer’s pizza and rushing to the bathroom for intermittent upchuck breaks.
We discussed his punk band, Dick Titty
Blood Punch — yes, they are on Spotify
— and its fight for equality through the
representation of blood punches directed towards dicks and titties alike.
In hindsight, I’ve realized most people
with Tinder profiles have had bad experiences — probably none of them,
though, as bad as mine. If you think you
can beat my horror story, or even if you
don’t but would still like to share a traumatizing experience, send them to us.
We'll publish them and share the shame
Submit your Tinder horror story to Herald.
opinion@wku.edu.

Lauren Wade @laurenwade_
"wku is the best place to fall in
love" BISH WHERE
— 6:56 PM - 15 Sep 2015

Robin Pittman @RobDaSto
Is it weird that I just emailed
WKU begging them to raise the
temperature in MMTH?
— 11:58 AM - 15 Sep 2015

Paul Swartz @iAmPaulSwartz
Dude on campus got a strap
on him? WKU lockdown? Lol
— 5:50 PM - 15 Sep 2015

cheryl@_CHERnobyll
Found a flyer on campus
warning about the lizard people. Finally, #wku is learning
— 7:20 AM - 15 Sep 2015

Nolan Miles @no_miles
@JMcMullins
I guess China and WKU don't have
the same cupola sentiments.
— 3:34 PM - 15 Sep 2015

Alonna Jade @JUMPMANQUEEN
I will give WKU this, we have
some hot baseball players
— 10:23 AM - 8 Sep 2015
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With the recent
SCOTUS
Supreme
Court
decision
John
Obergefell vs. Hodges,
Winstead
which affirmed the
unconstitutionality of
denying same-sex couples the right
to marry, it cannot be denied that the
moral arc of the universe continues
to bend towards justice. This decision
became particularly relevant to Kentucky when our very own Kim Davis
decided to pit religious freedom and
civil rights against each other in some
sort of thunderdome-esque battle to
the death.
As fun as it would be to write a piece
on the legal and logical gymnastics
one has to be proficient in to justify
Davis’ stance, that is not the topic of
today’s article. Instead, I want us to
consider what rights were actually
won in Obergefell vs. Hodges.
The notion that the right to marry
was the end goal of LGBT individuals’
struggle is shortsighted and potentially dangerous. Legalizing marriage
for all consenting adults, I fear, has allowed us to lull ourselves into a false
sense of security regarding civil rights.
In some places in the U.S., a couple
can get married on a Saturday, have a
nice brunch on a Sunday and be fired
from their jobs on Monday. In Bowling
Green there is no existence of a Fairness Ordinance, meaning anyone can
be fired or evicted from their apartment or home based on a perceived
sexual orientation or gender identity.
Somehow in the public discourse
around the advancement of civil rights
for the LGBT community, the right to
marry became more important than
the right to live without fear of being
homeless or unemployed.
I am by no means attempting to belittle the struggles of those who fought
hard for the right to marry the person
they love. That was a noble and long
overdue right, but I am calling our collective attention to the skewed way
liberals direct our attention to social
problems.
It is easy to champion marriage
equality since that war’s battlefield
was in the courtroom. The LGBT ally
need only post a status on social media or proclaim LGBT folks deserve
equal rights to be seen on the right
side of history.
Collective direct action will be necessary to guarantee the basic human
rights LGBT folks are owed. There
must be protests; there must be sitins; there must be organizing. There
must be more than a mere proclamation of good intentions. I implore
readers who considers themselves
LGBT allies to get involved and not to
become complacent.
One of the many ways you can help
pass local protections for LGBT folks in
Bowling Green is by checking out the
Bowling Green Fairness Campaign.
They meet on campus and work to
help pass local and state ordinances
that would outlaw homophobic discrimination practices for both housing and employment. While marriage
equality is an encouraging first step,
there is much more work to be done
before the just nation we were promised can come to fruition.
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great
Escape Records & Comics. 2945 Scottsville Rd (near
Greenwood Mall) (615)782-8092

HELP WANTED
The Corner Bakery Cafe is now hiring
cashiers, service assistants, & kitchen help!
A place where growth, better hours, and great potential is an
offer every day.

Apply in person anyday or
www.cornerbakerycafeapply.com
1951 Scottsville Road, Bowling Green, KY
The Corner Bakery Cafe is an equal opportunity employer.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially
when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald
is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
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Across
1 “Hardball” station
6 McCain’s org.
9 Mardi Gras
mementos
14 São __, Brazil
15 Body spray brand
16 Baseball Hall of
Famer Murray or
Mathews
17 Arrange ahead of
time
18 Irish actor Stephen
19 Jeans accent
20 *Competition won
by a knockout?
23 Magazine fig.
25 Easily led sorts
26 Seminary subj.
27 Kerfuffles
29 Easily roused
crowd
32 Single
33 Highest North
American peak, to
natives
36 *Certain cutlet
41 Not quite boil
42 Grammar class
subject
43 Slide subject
46 Common motel
prohibition
47 Turned on
48 With no affection
52 Corp. bigwigs
53 *Nonviolent
revolution
57 First name on a
1945 bomber
58 SoCal team, on
scoreboards
59 Athenian with

START

harsh laws
62 Race with batons
63 Clean one’s plate
64 Respected church
member
65 Deuce beaters
66 Recently retired
NCAA football
ranking system, and,
as a plural, a hint to
the answers to starred
clues
67 Pitcher’s arm, say

33 Mil. award
34 L.A.-to-Tucson dir.
35 ATM giant
37 Phishing medium
38 Rollerblading
safety gear
39 José’s “this”
40 Loch near
Inverness
43 Angels’ slugger
Pujols
44 Martin of “Adam12”
45 “Lawrence of
Arabia” Oscar
nominee
46 1785-’90 U.S.
capital
49 Star
50 Newton associated
with apples, not figs
51 Exams for future
J.D.s
54 Nivea rival
55 Diary pages
56 Old Greek theaters
60 Average grade
61 Food scrap

Down
1 U.S. Army cops
2 Encl. with a
manuscript
3 Type of ale
4 *Dressing with
Buffalo wings
5 Nightclub of song
6 Brooks of C&W
7 Daisy variety
8 Flower child’s
parting word
9 Swiss capital
10 Revise text
11 Sooner or later
12 Semi-filling liquid
13 Come to terms
21 Pearl Harbor’s __ PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION
Arizona Memorial
22 Personality with an
online book club
23 Carp family fish
24 Prefix with sphere
28 Go off-script
30 2005 Bush
Supreme Court
nominee
31 *Armstrengthening reps
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Bowling Green senior Dan Kirk sits in his room with his conceal-and-carry handgun. As a Navy veteran, Kirk has had a wide range of experiences around guns and supports gun safety. "I was in the military, and I come from a gun family. I think that owning firearms — not that it should be a requirement — but I think it's a necessity in
this day and age. It's kind of complicated. It goes along with proper training and general firearms education. If you educate people correctly, sure, one should be able to
own a gun. From a personal point of view, I enjoy guns. Not only are they good for self defense in worst-case scenarios; they're good for recreation, too. Now and then,
I'll go out to my parents’ house, and I'll go shooting just to shoot. No matter if I'm shooting at a paper target or glass bottles, it's fun. There is a feeling of relief, I guess you
could say. For me it's a feeling of relief because I know it's a dangerous weapon and it's a tool. So the fact that I feel in control of such a dangerous object makes me feel in
control," Kirk said.

Continued from the front
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The
Piece

photos by
Brittany greeson

Two of three firearms belonging to Ashland senior Greg Wellman rest on his living room couch. Wellman grew up around
guns and says he is comfortable around them.

Owensboro senior Alexa Lamar sits in her home with her semi-automatic pistol.
"My dad bought me a BB gun when I was really little, and so it became something
with my dad. It's recreation as well as protection," she said.

Junior Blake Johnson of Oldham County stands in his home with three of the four
firearms he owns. "I've grown up around guns and am comfortable around them.
I feel like we need responsible people around guns, especially with the way things
have been lately. I hear people say tattoos are addictive; buying guns is addictive.
I have my grandpa's single-barrel shotgun, which I'm hoping to pass down to
my kids. It's a family thing I grew into and something I support and love. There is
nothing like going out to a field with your friends and shooting pigeons and water
jugs," Johnson said.
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Big To-Do
Festival
returns to
Bowling Green
BY ANDREW CRITCHELOW
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Music fans, art enthusiasts and funlovers will soon congregate to Edgehill
Farm in Bowling Green for the second
annual Big To-Do Festival.
David Downing, co-founder of the
festival and president of Yellowberri
productions, said the festival is a way
to highlight Bowling Green’s culture.
“We want to be able to showcase
Bowling Green’s musical and artistic
talents and to expose people to some
artists that they may not have ever
heard of,” Downing said.
This all-ages festival will include 29
bands, art booths, on-site camping
and much more. The festival will start
on Thursday at noon and will wrap up
on Sunday night. Weekend passes are
available for $49 while Saturday-only
passes are $30. Tickets can be purchased at the gate or in advance on
the Big To-Do website.
Edgehill Farm has been the venue
for past Bowling Green music festivals
including the Newgrass Festival and
Starry Nights, both of which are no
longer under operation. Downing said
the Big To-Do festival was founded
to try to keep music festivals alive in
Bowling Green.
“We just wanted to bring something
back to our area that people can be
proud of, take part in and hopefully
help grow,” Downing said.
The lineup this year will offer a variety of musical genres and feature local
acts such as The Cartoons, Mona and
Government Cheese. Though most of
the bands performing hail from the
Bowling Green area, the festival has
recruited acts from other areas; these
include Genevieve from Chicago and
Penguin Prison from New York City.
Chris Rutledge, member of The Cartoons, said the Big To-Do is a celebration of Bowling Green’s music scene.
“What’s great about the Big To-Do
is that it’s like Bonnaroo if all your
friends were in it,” Rutledge said. “It’s
all the cool things about a festival you
love, but you know everyone.”
Downing also believes the Big To-Do
festival is a great experience for WKU
freshmen and newcomers to Bowling

SEE TO-DO PAGE B2

From left are junior triplets Andrew Buckles, Adrianne Buckles and Avery Buckles of Elizabethtown. They transferred to WKU
after completing two years of school at Elizabethtown Community and Technical College. ALYSE YOUNG/HERALD

TRIPLE
THREAT
Family of triplets transfer to the Hill
BY SYDNEY RAE DAVIS
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
They share a family, they share a college, they share an apartment — and
they’ve never been apart for more
than one day. They are triplets.
Adrianne, Andrew and Avery Buckles are juniors from Elizabethtown
who see each other not just as family
but as lifelong pals.
The triplets spent their first two years
of college at Elizabethtown Commu-

nity and Technical College and then
transferred to WKU for this school
year. They never really considered going to different schools, each of them
said.
“I think we always wanted to go to
school together,” Andrew Buckles
said. “I don’t think there was any plan
to go another way.”
“There was never a question [of separating],” Adrianne Buckles said.
“There was never really another option, to be honest,” Avery Buckles ex-

plained. “Ever since we talked about
college in general, it was an all-for-one
type of thing.”
The trio share an apartment in Bowling Green, and Adrianne and Avery
Buckles also share a major in biology.
The two share every class this semester except one. Andrew Buckles, an exercise science major, is not too far off
in his area of study.
“We always have someone to study
with,” Andrew Buckles said. “It’s just

SEE TRIPLE PAGE B2

Toppers Tour Around the World: Amsterdam

BY KALEE CHISM

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

Over the next several weeks,
the Herald will be publishing
stories about the summer adventures WKU students have taken
around the globe.

Being able to study abroad
and experience a new culture
is a dream for many students,
and at a school that is a “Leading American University with
International Reach,” this
dream can become a reality.
Evan Brown, a senior from
Tompkinsville, embarked on
a faculty-led study-abroad trip
to Amsterdam this past summer to study sociology.
“Amsterdam is a world class
city, an epicenter of culture
and politics,” Brown said. “I
couldn’t pass up the opportunity to spend time studying
a society as advanced as the
Dutch.”
While abroad, Brown took a
course called Social Deviance,
which examines how groups
define certain behaviors, beliefs and conditions as violations of group norms. Brown’s
group focused specifically on

the social policy in the Netherlands.
“Our main areas of study
were sex work, drugs and euthanasia policy,” Brown said.
A few of the places the studyabroad group visited were the
Prostitution Information Center, the Anne Frank House, a
lecture at a heroin addiction
clinic, Our Lord in the Attic
and many other destinations,
according to Brown.
However, Brown said one of
his favorite destinations of the
trip was visiting the Van Gogh
Museum.
“I am not huge into visual
art, but Van Gogh is one painter I have always liked,” Brown
said. “He was never given formal education in art; he just
made it up along the way. I
have always admired that.”
Outside the faculty-led trip,
Brown was able to travel independently to England and
to attend a Premier League
match between Tottenham
Hotspur and Manchester
United. Brown hopes to incorporate the excitement he
witnessed at the match into
his involvement with the WKU
Red Wave, a student-run organization that is committed

Tompkinsville senior Evan Brown studied abroad in Amsterdam this summer.
Photo submitted by Evan Brown
to building excitement and
school spirit for Hilltopper
athletics.
“I am heavily involved with
WKU Red Wave and study
fan cultures all over the world
looking
for
inspiration,”
Brown said. “Tottenham has

had a huge influence on what I
want to bring to the Hill.”
Numerous
study-abroad
opportunities are offered
through WKU each year. According to Leslie Ford, a graduate assistant in the office
of Study Abroad and Global

Learning, studying abroad
can help students find their
passion in life and point them
towards a field of study.
“Study abroad is really good
with developing retention
and reinvigorating students to
[learn],” Ford said.
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WKU Hill House commemorates its community’s improvement
BY MADISON MARTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
On the corner of High and 11th sits
what used to be a notorious cop-stop
but is now a home that encourages
community enhancement.
After six successful years of neighborhood partnership, the WKU Hill
House, a residence for graduate assistants through the ALIVE Center, will
have its Open House and Proclamation Signing this Friday, Sept. 18.
President Gary Ransdell and Bowling Green Mayor Bruce Wilkerson will
be in attendance to declare Community Partnerships Day for the city and
for WKU. The afternoon will include
a tree-planting ceremony and will be
open to neighbors, WKU students and
anyone interested in celebrating.
“We don’t need to be on the WKU
homepage, [and] we don’t need anybody to pat us on the back. That’s not
why we’re doing this,” Hill House graduate assistant and Mt. Washington native Mckinze Willard said. “We’re doing
this for our neighbors, and we want
them to know that they are important
and that this place is important.”
In 2005, the previous tenants perpetuated an environment of drugs and
domestic abuse, Willard said. Concerned for the safety of his mother,

who lived nearby, WKU alumnus Bob
Basham bought the house, remodeled
it and asked WKU if it could be used to
create a positive change in the neighborhood.
The ALIVE Center decided to create
an opportunity for up to four graduate
assistants to live in the House, where
they could connect with neighbors
and partner with organizations to help
revitalize the area.
“We want our community members
to feel pride in their neighborhood,”
Willard said.
Willard and two other graduate assistants now live in the Hill House. Also
living there is a graduate assistant who
works with Bonner Leaders, another
program within the ALIVE Center.
One of the things Willard wants to focus on is the ongoing partnership with
the area’s Neighborhood Association.
She hopes the organization can put
on a successful event for the neighborhood and become more structured
with bylaws and a purpose statement.
“We want [our community members] to be proud of the work that
they’re doing. We want them to be invested in the neighborhood, and that,
in turn, will foster kind of a sense of
protecting,” Willard said.
Lauren Cunningham, community
engagement coordinator who oversees
the Hill House, said graduate assistants

played an important part in revitalizing the once-dormant association.
Cunningham works closely with the
graduate assistants. She relocated to
the neighborhood not far from the Hill
House to foster the belief that one must
live inside an area to help it effectively.
“It’s developing community from
within, and you being a part of a community makes it easier but also holds
you more … accountable,” Cunningham said. “Because you’re not talking
about someone else’s community and
what you all need to do; it's what we
need to do.”
To become better acquainted with
their neighbors, the graduate assistants publish and distribute a monthly
newsletter called the Neighborhood
Network News, which lists upcoming
events and spotlights one of the neighbors.
Cunningham and another graduate
assistant, Keira Martin, created a program for the nearby alternative school,
The Academy at 11th Street, called
Project LIFE: Leadership Independence Freedom Empowerment.
The program works with students
on lessons targeting topics like selfefficiency, academic excellence and
career exploration. This year, the graduate assistants plan to add another
component to the program to connect
students with mentors from the com-

munity or WKU’s campus.
Hill House graduate assistant and
Louisville native Omega Buckner will
be taking a community assets inventory that surveys members of the community regarding their skills sets and
interests:
“Through this asset-based approach,
what I hope happens for the community is they recognize each other's
strengths, skills and can be empowered through this and encouraged to
create something of their own.
“If there’s somebody in the community who gardens, and there are people
who want to learn how to do gardening, we can start a gardening club,”
Buckner said.
The Hill House will offer other events
throughout the fall and spring semesters for community members.
These events include the upcoming
W.I.T.C.H. (Wise Ideas Targeting the
Community for Halloween) Project in
October, which provides a safe alternative for families during the spooky
season.
“If students want to be involved with
the Hill House specifically, I would love
to see students come to our events,”
Willard said.
The Open House and Proclamation
Ceremony will occur at 741 E. 11th St.
beginning at 3:30 p.m.

Nina Totenberg to shed light on SCOTUS decisions
BY KATHERINE SPROLES
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
After a captivating performance by
Sam Bush last weekend, the Cultural Enhancement Series is continuing down its
list of events with Nina Totenberg’s presentation on Monday evening.
Totenberg is a National Public Radio
award-winning legal correspondent
and has been honored by the American Bar Association for “continued excellence in legal reporting,” according
to her official biography.
Totenberg’s talk “The Supreme Court
and Its Impact on You” will be held on

TRIPLE

Continued from LIFE
kind of nice.”
The three have never been separated
from each other for more than a day at
a time.
“I don’t think we’ve all been in one
different place [at the same time],” Andrew Buckles said.
Although Adrianne Buckles is the
only female sibling, she says she has

TO-DO
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Green.
“If you’re new to this area, this is a
perfect opportunity to expose yourself to what makes our region great,”

Monday, Sept. 21, at 7:30 p.m. in Van
Meter Hall auditorium. She will reflect
on recent Supreme Court decisions as
well as the ramifications of those rulings, said Larry Snyder, chairman of the
WKU Cultural Enhancement Series.
Snyder believes WKU is very fortunate to have Totenberg as a speaker.
“Besides her being a very noteworthy
journalist, she is also a woman, and it’s
very important for folks to recognize
contributions of female journalists,”
he said.
Recent activity by the Supreme Court
made Totenberg an interesting speaker
choice, said Leslie Weigel, Cultural En-

hancement committee member.
“The Supreme Court had agreed to
consider several very important cases
in their most recent docket,” she said.
“While we didn't know then the outcomes of those cases, we knew the backstory as presented by Ms. Totenberg
would be fascinating and educational.”
Snyder believes Totenberg is a great
speaker for students because she can
communicate with them in a nontechnical way.
“If you’ve ever heard her on the radio, she is not only knowledgeable, but
she communicates very well,” he said.
“She speaks to an intelligent audience,

but she talks about very complicated
issues and has a very unique ability to
simplify them in a way that non-experts can understand.”
Legal history professor Patricia Minter is hoping to hear about Totenberg’s
career as well as how she makes law
accessible to her audience.
“I have been a long admirer,” she
said. “She takes complex issues that are
before the Supreme Court and breaks
them down for people who have no
knowledge of the law.”
Admission is free for the event. Seats
are first come, first serve.

never felt excluded or ganged-up on by
her brothers.
“I actually grew up a tomboy, so we
really got along and did everything
together,” Adrianne Buckles said.
“They’re really supportive. It’s actually
really good to have brothers, and I like
being the only girl.”
Although the triplets have always
lived together, they say it’s different at
school since they’re away from their
parents and hometown. Andrew Buck-

les believes it’s been a good transition.
“It was the first time for us being out
on our own … so it has its challenges
so far, but we like it,” Andrew Buckles
said. “There are challenges, you know
— running a household and going to
school — but we’re enjoying it.”
The three enjoy being triplets, they
said, because of the close camaraderie
they share.
“The fact that you have someone
who has similar values and interests as

you that you are so close to — I think
that’s been a real blessing to have that,”
Andrew Buckles said.
After earning their undergraduate degrees, the Buckles triplets plan to pursue
another degree in the field of medicine.
“[Avery] wants to specialize in pediatrics, and I want to specialize in neonatology,” Adrianne Buckles said. “Andrew wants to attend PT or PA school
and focus on a specialization within.”

Downing said.
Matt Pfefferkorn, owner of Mellow
Matt’s Music and More in Bowling
Green, said the Big To-Do festival is a
step in the right direction for the community.
“Bowling Green needs a festival,”

Pfefferkorn said. “It’s a town that’s rich
with music and has proven that over
the decades.”
In addition to the music, the festival
will also include booths for local artists
to showcase their work, local food vendors and several new activities. Some

of these activities include hot air balloon rides, a gigantic piñata and a 12foot beach ball.
“We’re just trying to have fun,” Downing said. “We’re trying to give people
a reason to come out and do something.”
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Lady Toppers on the road again at Northern Illinois
BY MATTHEW STEWART
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The WKU Volleyball team is
back in action against Northern
Iowa this Friday with another
road swing.
WKU (9-2) has played just four
of its 11 games in Diddle Arena.
With a fourth invitational
tournament on the horizon
for the Lady Toppers, WKU
comes in off three consecutive
sweeps. Seven of nine wins
came in sweeping fashion.
“It makes life a little better
when you have to travel, and
you can get out of the gym in
a three-game sweep and get
home at a good time and prepare for the weekend,” said

Assistant Coach Craig Bere.
“Playing eight games in 12
days is tough, so those three
set wins are pretty sweet.”
Most recently the Lady Toppers clashed with Belmont in
Nashville and won in three.
WKU came out swinging early
against Belmont with six of the
eight aces of the night coming
in the first set. Sophomore Jessica Lucas and junior Kaelin
Grimes each recorded a pair.
“That was huge to start the
match that way," Bere said. "It
allows us to create gaps in the
score.”
The Lady Tops continued
with an up-tempo offense that
pressured Belmont in the second set of the match.

“Our attackers are doing a really good job taking care of the
ball,” Bere said. “When they get
an opportunity to put the ball
away, they are doing that.”
The third set was a more
evenly fought contest.
With the set tied at 24, Belmont had an error on a serve,
and freshman Taylor Dellinger
came away with a kill to help
seal the sweep.
Dellinger totaled 10 kills and
a .450 hitting percentage that
night, both career highs.
Sophomore Jessica Lucas
had her fifth double double of
the year and ended up with 35
assists and 13 digs.
“Jessica has a lot on her
plate, but she is doing a great

job — certainly doing her part
statistically and stepping up
vocally as a leader,” said Bere.
Coming in to the 2015 Huskie
Invitational hosted by Northern
Illinois in DeKalb, the Lady Toppers will play three contests.
Northern Iowa (4-5), Alabama (4-6) and Northern Illinois (4-5) all pose threats to
the Lady Toppers.
First up is SEC opponent
Alabama on Friday at 11 a.m.
“You’re talking about an SEC
school — I think they were
picked preseason No. 2 in their
conference. Now, they haven’t
played up to that yet, but it’s
there,” Bere said. “They have
had some injuries and some
personnel shakeups, and it

looks like on paper that they
are healthy coming in to the
weekend, and they have some
high-level athletes.”
Second up for the Lady Toppers
is Northern Iowa, whose identity and culture was noted by the
Lady Topper coaching staff.
“Northern Iowa has been a
real tough, physical and dominant team with a real bluecollar background and a winning culture,” Bere said.
The Lady Toppers will end
their Illinois road swing
against host Northern Illinois.
“Northern Illinois is doing really well; they are blocking extremely well,” Bere said. “Our offense is going to have to really be
clicking and be really efficient.”

Cross country teams with solid opening weekends
BY ALEXUS RICHARDSON
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The WKU cross country program has made solid showings
in its first meets of the regular
season.
The men's team brought
home a fifth-place finish on
Sept. 5 in Nashville at the Belmont Opener, and the women's opened their season with

a second-place finish at the
Forest Park Cross Country Festival last weekend in St. Louis.
The Hilltoppers have already had one athlete earn
Conference USA honors: junior Endalow Takele of Bam,
Israel. He was named C-USA
Cross Country Co-Athlete of
the Week after the Belmont
trip.
The women’s team has also

FOOTBALL

Continued from Sports
With the Hilltoppers claiming each
of the league’s weekly honors, WKU
became the first team to sweep the
awards since Tulane in 2013.
The honors came after a 41-38 win
over a La. Tech that defeated WKU 5910 last season—a game that still marks
the last loss for the program. With the
win, the Hilltoppers advanced to 2-0
on the season for the first time since
2005.
Their next opponent, the Indiana
Hoosiers (2-0), await less than 200
miles north and have wins over Southern Illinois (48-47) and Florida International (36-22) going into WKU’s first
weekend contest of the season.

SOCCER

Continued from Sports

have all gone into overtime with two
of the three games resulting in a draw.
The Lady Toppers had to fight hard
against Mercer and Georgia State to
stay undefeated on the weekend, and
that type of environment and mentality is exactly what Neidell wants the
team to carry into conference competition.
Neidell referenced the dedication
seen in teams like Valparaiso as something for his squad to learn from.
All the lessons Neidell hopes his
squad has absorbed are due in part
to the design of the non-conference
schedule.
“In general, it was a really tough road
swing this weekend, and it was a road
trip that we scheduled on purpose because we felt like it was a similar road
trip to what we would find when we got
to conference play,” Neidell said.

been performing well with five
Lady Toppers placing in the
Top 25 in St. Louis.
According to Head Coach Erik
Jenkins, both teams are entering a very good conference with
multiple teams ranked in the
region's preseason top 10.
In St. Louis, senior Katie Lever earned a fourth-place finish with a time of 18:31.
Senior Lindsey Hinken made a

“This is a team that we think is a good
football team,” Head Coach Jeff Brohm
said. “Any time you get a chance to go
to a Big 10 environment and try to find
a way to win, it’s fun.”
Brohm said the program is excited
about the opportunity playing a Big 10
opponent brings.
“Our players are excited about it,”
Brohm said. “We’re looking forward to
getting up there and the challenge.”
The Hilltoppers will be searching for
their first win over a Big 10 opponent in
program history this Saturday.
In the program’s first conference victory of the season last week, Brohm
was happy with the improvements his
team had made since the season opener a week prior against Vandy.
“I saw improvement. I think [during]

Memphis (4-1-1) will be traveling to
Bowling Green after a high-scoring,
double-overtime home win against
Idaho (3-4-0). The Tigers won 4-3 and
racked up 21 shots to Idaho’s nine. Valerie Sanderson scored a brace for half
of Memphis’ goals in the contest.
Freshman forward Marie Lavasseur
is someone to watch out for as well after she pulled in one goal and two assists against Idaho. The team scores an
average of 1.5 goals per game.
“I think if we can build off of what we
did [against Georgia State] and continue to play with the same intensity,
that’s kind of the biggest thing going
into Friday and into conference play.”
The game will take place at the WKU
Soccer Complex on Sept. 18 beginning
at 6:00 p.m.
“We’ve built a schedule that is really
almost a hellacious schedule. We’ve got
to learn to compete day in and day out
to prepare ourselves for conference,”
said Neidell.
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strong return to competition last
weekend after taking a medical
redshirt last season.
In St. Louis, she placed
eighth with a time of 18:45.
The Hilltoppers ran the
5,000-meter in Nashville,
where Takele ran a time of
15:15 to finish first.
Jenkins said he is very excited
with what he has seen out of Takele, who shared his C-USA Cross

the first quarter, our defense played
outstanding. We gave La. Tech some
looks they hadn’t seen before, and it
definitely payed off,” Brohm said.
But the game was not without error,
and those errors are what Brohm and
his staff have been focusing on this
week in practice.
“I do think [La. Tech] caught on, and
I think we could have made some adjustments to that to help our players,”
Brohm said. “So we are looking back
on that and making sure we have the
proper plan.”
Saturday’s contest marks the second
power conference game of the season
for the Hilltoppers.
After defeating SEC opponent
Vanderbilt 14-12 the first week of the
season, WKU faces a Big 10 opponent

Country Co-Athlete of the Week
award with senior Dusan Makevic
from the University of Texas at San
Antonio two weeks ago.
The men will be returning to
Nashville this weekend for the
Commodore Classic at Percy
Warner Park.
“We want to have a good showing throughout the year as we
compete against some pretty
competitive teams,” Jenkins said.

for the sixth time in program history.
The Hilltoppers’ record against the
conference sits at 0-5 with two losses
to the Hoosiers and losses to Illinois,
Nebraska and Wisconsin.
But the Hilltoppers enter this game
with a new mentality.
In their seventh year of membership
in the FBS, the mindset has changed
for many WKU players.
“Coming into here four years ago as
a freshman, it was ‘We’re playing a SEC
team, I hope we win. Or playing a Big
10 team, I hope we win,’” senior tight
end Tyler Higbee said. “Now we expect
to win. The mentality has changed
around here, and everyone is ready to
go.”
The Hilltoppers square off with IU in
Bloomington on Saturday at 3 p.m.

WKUHERALD.COM
FOOTBALL

SPORTS

SEPTEMBER 17, 2015 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
» Volleyball: The Lady Toppers hit the
road this weekend after a successful
home-opening tournament. Read
more on page B3.

BASEBALL

Alums Miller,
Diedrick see
time in minor
league games
BY JOHN REECER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

Winning
ENvironment

Hilltoppers look for first win against Big 10
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
Heading into the third week of the
college football season, the WKU football team has already been recognized
on a national scale.
Three Hilltopper players swept the
Conference USA Player of the Week
awards on Sept. 14.
Senior
quarterback
Brandon

Doughty, who bounced back from a
quiet performance against Vanderbilt,
claimed conference accolades after
his performance against Louisiana
Tech along with redshirt sophomore
specialist Kylen Towner and junior
safety Marcus Ward.
Doughty threw for 441 yards and a
touchdown to earn the Offensive Player of the Week award.
Towner was named the C-USA Spe-

cial Teams Player of the week after returning a 98-yard kickoff for a touchdown. His return marked the sixth
longest in WKU history.
Ward was named Defensive Player of
the Week after accumulating 11 tackles with two tackles for a loss and two
pass breakups. All of those stat lines
marked career highs for the defensive
back.

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B3

ABOVE: WKU quarterback Brandon Doughty (12) goes back to pass during the Hilltoppers’ 41-38 win over Louisiana Tech
Thursday at Smith Stadium. Doughty threw for 441 yards and one touchdown in the game—enough to be named one of
the Manning Award Stars of the Week. This is the fifth time he has earned the honor. ANDREW LIVESAY/HERALD

Recent WKU baseball alumni Anderson Miller and Phillip Diedrick
spent their summers sharpening
their game in the minor league systems of their respective MLB teams
after being selected in the 2015 MLB
draft.
The Kansas City Royals selected
Miller with the 23rd pick in the third
round, adding to their system a
multi-faceted collegiate player. Miller, a southpaw, played as both outfielder and pitcher during his time on
the Hill.
The Washington Nationals picked
Diedrick with the 29th pick of the 29th
round.
He played outfield for the Hilltoppers but made a name for himself at
the plate.
During their time at WKU, both
proved to be valuable assets to the
team.
Miller posted a batting average of
.295 while adding 12 home runs, 35
RBIs and 47 runs.
Diedrick posted a batting average of
.291 while adding eight home runs, 22
RBIs and 52 hits.
So far, Miller has played in 54
games for three different teams and
is moving up fast in the Royals’ farm
system.
He is now playing for his hometown
Lexington Legends after playing 10
games with Rookie League Burlington. At Burlington, he batted .342 and
recorded 13 hits, two home runs and
seven RBIs.
“That was big, to come out and set
off to a good start,” Miller told the
Bowling Green Daily News over the
summer. “I got my feet in under me,
and with the chance to be the first position player the Royals drafted, there
are some expectations that come with
that.”
After 54 games, Miller’s batting average currently stands at .276. He also
recorded four home runs, 29 RBIs and
58 runs scored in his minor league career.
Diedrick currently plays for the Gulf
Coast League Nationals in the GCL.
While his batting average of .146 may
not match his stat lines from WKU, he
continues to show impressive power
with a bat in his hands.
Despite his less-than-glamourous
current hitting percentage, Diedrick
did start his minor league career with
a bang, and has recorded four home
runs and 13 RBIs in just 30 games.
Diedrick also managed to make an
immediate impact as a professional
athlete, with four of his home runs
coming in his first six games.

SOCCER

Memphis stands as last non-conference threat
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The Lady Topper soccer
team will end its non-conference portion of the 2015
schedule with a home match
against the University of
Memphis this Friday.
WKU (3-2-2) is coming into
the game feeling confident
after a productive two-game
Georgia road swing. The team
took home a win against Mercer (1-0) and a tie against undefeated Georgia State (1-1)
thanks to sophomore attacking midfielder Hannah Chua,
who netted both goals for
WKU over the weekend.
Lady Topper Head Coach
Jason Neidell, who is in his
15th season at the helm of the
Lady Topper program, spoke
positively about the results his
team has been putting forth
as the non-conference slate
draws to a close.
Neidell said these results are

what they hope to see from
the team moving into conference play.
“I told the kids after the game
[vs. Georgia State] that this
would be a really good fauxconference
Next game
road weekfriday, SEPTEMBER 18
end if we
6 p.m.
were able
VS. MEMPHIS
to get away
@ WKU SOCCER COMPLEX
and get a
win and a
tie,” Neidell said. “At the very
least, [these results] would be
a good conference weekend
for us, so I was really happy —
happy to hit the road and do
exactly what we did this weekend.”
Leading up to this final nonconference game against
regional rival Memphis, the
Lady Toppers have been on a
multi-game double-overtime
streak. Matches against Valpo, Mercer and Georgia State

SEE SOCCER PAGE B3

WKU's defender Makenzie Costner (25) drives the ball down the field during the Lady Toppers’ 3-1
win over University of Tennessee-Martin in the season opener Aug. 21 at the WKU Soccer Complex.
WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD

